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SECRET NAIROBI 13998 

STADIS ////////////////////////// 

STATE FOR SCHAUFELE ONLY; DAR FOR CHARGE ONLY 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL US, KE, TZ 

SUBJECT: VIOLATION OF TANZANIAN AIRSPACE 

1 . EMBASSY HAS JUST LEARNED THAT US MARINE CORPS HELICOPTER 
BASED ABOARD USS GUAM STRAYED INTO TANZANIAN AIR SPACE DURING 
SUPPORT FLIGHT FROM NAIROBI TO MOMBASA ON DECEMBER 1 1 . 
HELICOPTER (CH-53) PILOT MISTOOK ARUSHA RADIO BEACON FOR A 
BEACON IN KENYA. BY THE TIME HE DISCOVERED HIS ERROR, HE WAS 
OVER LAKE AMBUSSEL (APPROX 37' 15" EAST, 3’ 55" SOUTH). HE 

THEN PROCEEDED DUE EAST TO MOMBASA. HE WAS PROBABLY OVER 
TANZANIA FOR APPOXIMATELY ONE HOUR, BETWEEN 1 130 AND 1230 
LOCAL (0830 AND 0930 GMT). HE TOLD EMBOFF HE HAD NO VOICE 
CONTACT WITH ANYONE ON GROUND IN TANZANIA, NOR DID HE HAVE 
VISUAL CONTACT WITH ANY OTHER AIRCRAFT. NEVERTHELESS, JUDGING 
BY HIS ROUTE, HE MUST HAVE PASSED OVER KILIMANJARO AIRPORT, 

AND HE MAY HAVE BEEN NOTED ON THEIR RADAR. BY HIS SPEED AND 
ALTITUDE, HE COULD HAVE BEEN TAKEN FOR A LIGHT PRIVATE AIRCRAFT. 

2. PILOT REPORTED NAVIGATION PROBLEMS TO HIS SUPERIORS 
ABOARD USS GUAM ON DECEMBER 11, BUT IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER 
THEY ARE AWARE HE VIOLATED TANZANIAN AIR SPACE. PILOT GAVE 
DETAILS IN PARA ONE TO EMBOFF AFTER RETURN TO NAIROBI IN 
CONNECTION WITH DEC 12 FLY-BY. (ALL HELICOPTERS AND AV-8 
HARRIERS RETURNED SAFELY ABOARD GUAM AS OF 1600 GMT 12 DEC). 

3. IN VIEW OF NO REACTION BY ANYONE AS OF NOW, EMBASSY 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 NAIROB 13998 121937Z 

BELIEVES BEST COURSE OF ACTION FROM STANDPOINT OF US-KENYA 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

AND KENY A-TANZANIAN RELATIONS IS TO SAY NOTHING TO EITHER 
KENYAN OR TANZANIAN GOVERNMENTS UNLESS TANZANIANS RAISE 
INCIDENT WITH US. IF THEY DO SO, WE SHOULD ACKNOWLEDGE 
VIOLATION, CITE NAVIGATION ERROR AS REASON, AND EXPRESS REGRET. 

4. IF DEPARTMENT OR EMBASSY DAR HAVE DIFFERENT VIEW AND IT IS 
DECIDED TO VOLUNTEER INFORMATION TO TANZANIA, WE WOULD WANT TO 
INFORM KENYANS SIMULTANEOUSLY OR IF POSSIBLE A LITTLE BIT IN 
ADVANCE. SIMILARLY, REQUEST EMBASSY DAR INFORM US ASAP IF 
TANZANIANS RAISE MATTER. 
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